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was the style adopted by Azzo of Este, who never
thought of establishing himself there till Marchesalla,
the last of the Adelardi, was dead. Taurello's party
aimed at marrying him to Linguetta, this Marchesalla's
daughter, and securing the whole power, but the other
483-494. side laid counter-plots. The G-uelfs of Kavenna suddenly
by arr*ve<^ assaulted the San Pietro quarter, and made off
with his bride. Then, allowing time for the people's
dismay to subside, Boniface, the father of our Count
Eichard, hurried down to Ferrara to allay the indignation
into which it passed, and to complete the scheme.
"Before you blame us G-uelfs," he said, "understand
from what disgrace we have rescued you: this Taurello,
who, had he married Linguetta, would have become sole
lord of your city, we reckon only a vassal of Azzo of
Este. Azzo himself, to be sure, abhors what we did,
494-511. but we were zealous for your welfare/5 This pleased the
^YK glvenj citizens, and forthwith a meeting of their elders was
sent of the held. "Old Salinguerra is dead," they said, "and his
whole city, to heir is font a boy: what if we decoy hither the azure
Lombard Eagle, for whom power waits in any part of
Italy, fix him here, and so end our troubles in a trice ?
For the private wrong they did us by their robbery let
the public good of the city compensate." Even Taurello's
staunchest friends, telling him that the town would
make him amends, joined in giving him a goshawk and
assuring him one morning that he might have capital
sport over the green grass a mile or two away. The
youth sauntered along the plain, became restless, began
to think, and got back to the city in time to see Azzo
enter with Linguetta as his bride, while Boniface rode
smirking by his side. "She brings him half.Ferrara,"
the people whispered, "and all Ancona. If young
Taurello only knew!"

470. * names in Mantua.'   See Bk. II., 1. 917.

472. 'the Adelardi/ The last of the line was Guglielmo, sur-
named della Marchesella, a man of great valour. His daughter,
called Marchesella, was entrusted at an early age to her intended